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Ireland’s Invitation to President Wilson 


THE LETTER oF DusBiin’s Lorp Mayor. 
N a recent occasion, when the Irish people were 


threatened with a new aggression on their rights 
as a nation, they turned to the United States of Amer- 
ica as to the grand trustee of democratic principle. 
Today, in this momentous hour of need and hope, the 
Irish nation again turns to America. This time, how- 
ever, the appeal is made-with joy unqualified, for we 
greet America in you. Our present purpose is to ex- 
tend to you, her greatest President since Washington, 
an earnest invitation to visit Ireland that you may 
learn from the illimitable enthusiasm of our welcome 
how near your great Republic is held to the Irish heart, 
and how high we hold the statesman who stands con- 
spicuously before the world as the champion of 
wronged peoples against autocracies, the fearless and 
luminous exponent of right and public law. 

But Ireland’s desire is not merely to give herself the 
pleasure of entertaining a guest so eminent—one, be- 
cause of what he asks for, so worthy to have the 
rich resources of Irish welcome exhausted to show 
both his country and his policy honor. Ireland seeks 
the opportunity to pledge to him in person on Irish 
soil the effective support of the Irish nation for the 
principle of justice for which he himself at the moral 
climax of the war pledged the American people to 
devote “their lives, their honor, and everything that 
they possess.” 

From you, indeed, more than from any other living 
teacher of lofty political truths, we the people of Ire- 
land have learned to express in apt phrases what the 
tragedy of our own history had taught us to feel: that 
a “menace to peace and freedom lies in the existence 
of autocratic government backed by organized force 
. . . controlled wholly by their will and not by the 
will of the people.” 
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In that recent victory over further aggression we 
found not our least inspiration in this great utterance 
of yours: “There is one choice we cannot make, and 
are incapable of making; we will not choose the path 
of submission and suffer the most sacred rights of our 
nation and our people to be ignored and violated.” 

A DeaTHLEss INSPIRATION. 

Within the period in which your country grew from 
a mere colony to her full stature as a sovereign State, 
compelling the attention of ancient sovereignties to a 
gospel of liberty and equality they had long forgotten, 
the twin conceptions of nationhood and national right 
were given definite shape and determinate content. 

Of some of the thinkers, clear-eyed and inspired like 
yourself, to whom the growth and wide acceptance of 
these conceptions are due, America and Ireland are at 
once the parents and the heirs. With the revolt of the 
American colonies, and their Declarations, framed by 
the joint labors of Irish and American genius, a libera- 
tion began, which, as you have said with sagacious elo- 
quence, “spread to the great stage of the world itself, 
and aroused forces which cannot be crushed—for they 
have at their heart an inspiration and a purpose which 
are deathless, and of the very stuff of triumph.” 

We aspire to the glory of being in some measure, 
however slight, associated with you in the realization 
of that noble vision of yours, of a liberated humanity ; 
of a world made free by democracy to enjoy endur- 
ing peace, where individual men and nations, “small as 
well as great,” shall live their own chosen type of life 
undismayed by force of usurped authority, and se- 
cured against the treacheries of secret diplomacy and 
secret “understanding” by a league of free peoples and 
its supreme court of interstate law. 





- 


County Derry’s Welcome 


Rr. Rev. Cuartes McHueu, D. D. 
EEDLESS to say I am in cordial sympathy with 


the movement so auspiciously set on foot by the 
Lord Mayor of Dublin to have issued to President 
Wilson, the dauntless champion of Irish causes and 
the strenuous advocate of a real and lasting peace, a 
national invitation to visit Ireland, the land of his fore- 
fathers, before he returns to the great republic of the 
west, so truly called “the home of freedom.” 

You can safely guarantee to America’s President, 
who rules so wisely and so well over thirty-five 
millions of our kith and kin, that should he be able 
to accept your invitation he will receive such an ova- 
tion as only Ireland can give to those in whom she 
trusts. 

A small corner of the censor’s veil has been raised 
of late and a little glimpse given us of the happenings 
in the land of the Stars and Stripes, where, as the 
result of organized anti-Irish propaganda, we were 
told public sympathy had become estranged from Ire- 
land’s claim to freedom; and what a surprising 
denouement has been the result! We are informed on 
unquestionable authority that before starting on his 
journey across the Atlantic, America’s democratic 
leader heard the united voice of our exiled brethren 
from New York to California demand the rectifica- 
tion of Ireland’s wrongs and the restoration of that 
liberty of which she has been so long and so unjustly 
deprived. 

It would surely be a fitting supplement to this noble 
appeal for freedom from Ireland’s sons abroad were 
President Wilson to hear from the lips of those at 
home the reasons why Ireland should be classed among 
the small nations, in defense of whose rights we have 
been so often told England and the Allies entered on 
the sanguinary struggle now just over. 

The principles which President Wilson has pro- 
claimed as the framework on which he would recon- 
struct the shattered fortunes of Europe are so Chris- 
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tian and so democratic that they have by the very 
force of their uprightness enlisted on their side the 
sympathy and, as far as may be, the support of every 
man and nation not bent on self-aggrandizement at 
the expense of the world’s future peace. 

Self-determination for the nations, great and small, 
holds a place among the principles by the application 
of which he hopes to see a new and better world 
emerge from the savage spirit, the blood and ruin of 
the recent past. At this we cannot feel surprised, for 
is not self-determination the very breath of freedom? 
As he says so pithily and so well, “Governments 
derive all their just powers from the consent of the 
governed.” 

Ireland admires Wilson’s principles because they are 
both Christian and just, and hence it is that she admires 
the man who has so consistently advocated their 


application to the nations, great and small, old and 
new. 





Ireland’s Right to Freedom 


From the “S. F. Examiner.” 


HE Irish people have a natural and inherent 
right to be free and independent. They have a 
natural and inherent right to a government which 
derives its powers from the consent of the governed. 
If this is not so, then our Declaration of Independence 
is simply verbiage and the professions with which we 
went to war were unworthy pretenses. If the world 
is not safe for the free democracy of Ireland, then it 
is not safe for any democracy which a stronger nation 
may ‘desire to rule. . 
If England has the right to govern the Irish people 
- against their consent, then Germany had the right to 
govern the Poles against their consent; Austria had 
the right to govern the Czechs and Slovaks against 
their consent ; Russia had the right to govern the Finns 
against their consent. There is no escape from the 
inexorable logic of these comparisons. 
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If the Irish people have not the natural and inherent 
right to be free and independent of a government con- 
ducted without their consent and against their interest, 
no people has that natural and inherent right, and the 
only basis of liberty and independence is not right, but 
might. And there you have the doctrine of despot- 
ism and militarism. Disguise it in whatever sophistry 
you will. 

The fifty thousand American men who laid down 
their lives in this war did not make that supreme sacri- 
fice to pull down the surpremacy of might over right 
in one portion of Europe only more firmly to establish 
that odious doctrine in another portion of Europe. We 
do not see with what face our representatives at the 
Peace Conference could demand independence for 
Bohemians, Slovaks, Jugo-Slavs and every other small 
people in one part of Europe and refuse to demand 
independence for the Irish people in another part of 
Europe. 

The argument that the Irish people could not defend 
their small nation from the attacks of more powerful 
nations applies to all small nations and presupposes 
that the old conditions of intrigue, aggression and 
wars of conquest are to continue; and yet we are: 
assured day after day that this war was fought to end 
such conditions and that the Peace Conference will 
formulate a plan of permanent tranquillity and perma- 
nent safety for weak democracies. Either the argu- 
ment is worthless or else the promises and pledges by 
which our people were led to make their gigantic 
sacrifices of blood and treasure were worthless. 

If the Irish democracy cannot safely exist in the 
world without the protection of fleets and armies of 
its conqueror, then the world is not safe for democ- 
racy, and all the lives and money given by Americans 
to make the world safe for democracy have failed to 
accomplish their high object. We are curious to see 
any convincing denial of that conclusion. 


It is no argument at all to say that of late years the 
English rule in Ireland has been less oppressive than 
in the past. The statement is not altogether true, as 
the late Sinn Fein massacres prove; but even if the 
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statement were true it does not fundamentally alter 
the situation. The English rule in Ireland is not a 
government deriving its just powers from the consent 
of the governed. It is a government based upon 
superior force. It is the government of the Irish people 
by the English people in the interests of the English 
people. That is the kind of government against which 
Washington rebelled, which Lincoln denounced and 
against which we have just victoriously fought. 

If the British Government is wise it will abandon 
its rule of Ireland by force and cultivate an alliance 
based upon gratitude, proximity, mutual welfare and, 
above all, upon the firm foundation of justice and 
righteousness, without which foundation no govern- 
ment is ever permanent, no peace ever secure, no 
edifice of power ever enduring. By the measure of 
' justice that is meted out to Ireland will be measured 

in large part the sincerity, the rectitude and the 
results of the professions and purposes of England in 
this gigantic conflict. 

If every people in the world, great or small, strong 
or weak, is not safe to live its own national life in its 

_ own way and according to its own desire, then the 
pledges which invited us into the war and the high 
purposes which animated us in the war have failed of 
full realization. 

To paraphrase the striking language of President 
Lincoln, the world cannot live in peace half slave and 
half free. Justice cannot be weighed out in unequal 
balances and be justice. Democracy cannot serve two 
masters. Either we must stand fast in support of our 
high ideals of liberty and independence for all peoples 
who strive to be free and independent or else we 
should regard the fate and destiny of none. 





Irish Republic’s Manifesto to America 


Patrick McCartTan. 
ELLOW CITIZENS: As envoy of the pro- 


visional government of Ireland, to me has fallen 
the great happiness of conveying officially to you that 
the people of Ireland have, before the watching eyes 
of the whole world, finally achieved the independence 
of Ireland. In the elections which took place on 
December 14 last, Ireland exercised her right of self- 
determination. The question which the Irish people 
were then called on to decide was “Shall or shall not 
. Britain continue to govern Ireland?” 

Ireland was occupied by an English army; the Irish 
Republican leaders were incarcerated in English jails ; 
our meetings were proclaimed and our press effec- 
tively silenced; the first director whom we appointed 
to conduct the Republican election campaign was 
arrested and his headquarters raided; the same fate 
overtook in turn each one who succeeded him; and, 
in brief, every device which imperial ingenuity could 
conceive was used to prevent the free expression of 
the electoral will. Nevertheless when the result was 
revealed on December 28 it was unequivocally demon- 
strated that the people of Ireland had determined that 
Britain shall not continue to govern Ireland, and that 
the population of Irelarid, by more than two-thirds 
majority, had finally severed such connection of Ire- 
land with England as force and chicanery had main- 
tained for seven centuries. 

December 28, 1918, will forever rank in the history 
of Ireland as July 4, 1776, ranks in the history of 
America; as July 14, 1789, ranks in the history of 
France; as the day of the birth of liberty ranks in the 
history of every free people. The free people of Ire- 
land now take their place among the free peoples of 
‘the world, with malice toward none, with charity for 


all, with firmness in the right as God gives us to see 
the right. 


The free and independent people of Ireland hold out 
the hand of fellowship to all the free and subject 
peoples of the world. We feel special kinship with the 
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peoples of France and of Belgium, so lately freed from 
the usurping power of military might. The wrong of 
the people of Russia, Poland and Palestine we feel as 
our wrongs, and we shall afford what aid we can to 
right them. We are conscious and mindful of the 
friendliness of the British Labor party toward Ire- 
land, and our sympathies go out to the people of Eng- 
land in their gallant struggle to withstand the junker- 
dom that prevails there against them. 

The Irish people are not at war with any people, nor 
do they contemplate any act of aggression against any 
foreign government, but they will not suffer the 
destiny of Ireland, as now determined by the free-will 
of the Irish people, to be warped or thwarted by any 
selfish power or by any group of such powers. We 
shall be party to no governmental league of which the 
avowed or disguised purpose is contrary to the prin- 
ciples of freedom and justice to all peoples, great and 
small. We desire no friends except the friends of 
liberty and right ; we recognize no enemies except the 
enemies of justice and fair dealing. We shall co- 
operate with all our strength and with all our mind in 
any union of free peoples for the preservation of peace 
and good-will throughout the world and for the 
advancement of the common welfare of mankind. 

It is a matter for congratulation to all Irishmen that 
the final and complete vindication of Irish nationhood 
by the Irish people has been achieved without blood- 
shed. To Ireland is thus given the honor of affording 
the first sign of the new world order—of the right of 
all peoples peacefully to determine their national 
destiny. On behalf of the Provisional Government of 
Ireland I call upon the Irish people in America and 
Canada and upon the friends of liberty in this great 
Republic to rejoice and be glad with Ireland in this the 
day of her victory and to be ready and strong to aid 
the Irish Republic lest it be overwhelmed by the 
imperial forces that are even now gathered to destroy 
it. 

It is because we are conscious of a complete unity 
of purpose with you, based upon an identity of State 
ideals, that we venture to address you now in terms 
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of invitation to our land. Our people glow, as you do, 
with the passion of an inextinguishable faith in liberty 
and justice. The national morale will be strengthened 
by your advent. To have seen you and have heard 
your living speech will long be treasured in the 
memory of our countrymen if (as we trust it shall be) 
that valued privilege be graciously extended to us. 





Release the Irish Prisoners 


Rr. Rev. Dr. Focarty, Bishop or KILLALoe: 
A Letter Read at the Ennis Meeting of Protest. 


ES, I gladly join in your demand for the release of 
the Irish prisoners. These prisoners are not crim- 
inals; they are refined and enlightened men and women 
of stainless honor. Their arrest, incarceration, and jail 
treatment is a disgrace to civilized government. Over 
one hundred of them are now in prison since last May 
without any trial whatever. The inquiry promised 
months ago into the Belfast horrors has not yet come off. 
This is not government, but an unscrupulous violation 
of the most sacred of human rights—personal liberty. 
It is not ordained for the conservation of public peace, 
but a callous provocation to violence. Where is the 
“moral mind of right, justice and goodwill” which Presi- 
dent Wilson assured us is passing over the world? It 
may be blowing in the Alps and in the Balkans; it has 
not yet struck Dublin Castle; but Ireland will insist that 
the principles of national justice and common honesty 
will apply to Ireland no less than to the rest of the world. 
It must not be possible for brute force to isolate just one 
people in Europe from the protection of God’s eternal 
law. 

The oppressive régime now rampant in Ireland is not, I 
believe, the work of the English people. Its true parent- - 
age is unmistakable ; it has the mouth and hanging under- 
jaw of Dublin Castle. If the people of England, and 
especially the honest workingmen of Britain, rightly 
grasped what is being done over here in their name, they 
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would not, I believe, tolerate a policy so dishonorable to 
their country, and so compromising to its interests. 

For these imprisoned Irish patriots do not stand alone 
in the world. One of them is Mr. de Valera, the honored 
leader of Ireland at home. He is also, as far as their 
Irish interests are concerned, the applauded leader of 
twenty-five millions of Irishmen in America, not to talk 
of the Irish race in the Colonies. That distinguished 
man is now in chains, fastened on him, as on hundreds 
of others, in the name of England, for no other reason 
than that he loves his country, and has the fortitude to 
vindicate her rights. 

Let England but realize what that sort of thing imports 
for her international interests in a possible future. Let 
me requote in this connection the warning words of a 
highly-placed and well-informed Englishman reported 
from yesterday’s Daily News: 

My advices from across the Atlantic are that the Irish- 
Americans, who are the most active political body in the 
States, are getting every week into closer and closer union 
with the German-Americans. If events in Ireland develop, 
as they well may during the spring, it is quite on the cards 
that we shall see in America the formation of an Irish- 
German-American bloc, definitely hostile to Britain, im- 
mensely powerful, numerically, financially, politically and 
socially, and determined to use that power to the utmost 
for Britain’s injury. This is no fancy picture, but a very 
real and threatening danger. Do try to make England 
realize that she cannot afford to let things here drift on to 
disaster. 

The road to permanent and perfect peace between Ire- 
land and England is clear enough, if English statesmen 
had only the vision to see it and the courage to follow it. 
Let the Irish prisoners free; put Dublin Castle aside, with 
its evil traditions, and apply to Ireland in a spirit of 
truth and courage the principles of self-determination, 
which England herself with all the world has now pro- 
claimed as the God-given right of every nation, both large 
and small. 





Conperalion Among Catholics 


From the Antigonish “Casket.” 


EGARDING the question of co-operation among 
Catholics and among Protestants we have found 
two rules to prevail, not of course, in all individual cases, 
but generally and in an exceedingly large majority of 
cases: Protestants stand together; and Catholics pull 
apart. Our Protestant friends fight bitterly among 
themselves where individual interest clash; but they 
never lose the idea that they are the chosen people, and 
they close ranks always when a gentile tries to “break in.” 
This idea of being the chosen people is, we think, the 
strongest factor in their cohesion and solidarity. It is a 
tradition among them; it pays high dividends in material 
profits ; and it is easy for them to believe that the safety 
of the King’s Crown, and even the personal safety of 
themselves and their families and property, requires that 
= gentiles be kept in their place—that is, the second 
place. 

This tradition is powerfully assisted in its operation 
by the fact that, for practical purposes, many Catholics 
accept it. Let a claim be made long enough, and not 
only made, but given practical effect, so that it becomes 
and long remains, a successful claim; and opposition to 
it becomes at last merely theoretical. Indeed we may go 
farther. This claim of being the chosen people has been 
so long made that many Catholics do believe that there 
is something about Protestants that qualifies them to 
lead. Whether this idea is entertained. by Catholics con- 
sciously or unconsciously is not clear to us; but we are 
well aware that many hold it and act on it; while at the 
same time.they are unshakable in their disapproval and 
rejection of Protestantism. Most probably it is the un- 
conscious effect of what a lawyer might call “continual 
claim,” the ‘effect of four hundred years of suggestion. 
At all events it is certain that many Catholics entertain 
the idea and act upon it. The association of ideas is a 
powerful force. And Protestants in the centuries during 
which they have monopolized, as far as possible, the field 
of business, public life and the professions, have created 
an association of ideas in the minds of all, their own as 


79 





80 CO-OPERATION AMONG CATHOLICS 





well as ours; and it seems natural and regular to see 
Protestants pushed forward, and to see Catholics make 
way for them, seems natural and regular to them, and 
also, unfortunately, to many of us. And if this is so 
to a considerable extent today, and it is, consider what 
it must have been even half a century ago. 


Thus, place today, side by side, a young Protestant 
medical doctor, and a Catholic doctor of the same age. 
Say they are both inexperienced; no advantage known 
to belong to one more than the other. They have hung 
up their signs on the same day; and the ordinary every- 
day citizen wants a doctor to attend his wife or child. 
Which will get the call? If the citizen is a Protestant, 
we should say the Catholic M. D.’s chances would be 
about one in a hundred; and if the citizen is a Catholic, 
his chances would not rise higher than twenty-five in a 
hundred. Many may dispute this and cite cases to the 
contrary. Very well. Remember, we are speaking of 
the rule, the general rule. Long and attentive observa- 
tion convinces us we are not exaggerating. 

But one might suppose that Catholics, united as they 
are in the unbreakable solidarity of one faith, would 
feel the desire for union in lesser things. In one sense 
that unity in absolute essentials prevents unity in non- 
essentials; for the Catholic resents the suggestion that 
he ought to prefer a doctor or a lawyer, or a candidate, 
or a shop-keeper because he is a Catholic. The appeal 
to religion is too sacred to a Catholic to be used in such 
matters. The Protestant has always been told, in his- 
tory, in editorial, in magazine article, and in sermon that 
the proof of the superiority of his religion is the material 
grandeur of the countries that are peopled by Protestants. 
The Catholic has never been to Mass who has not heard 
it preached with all the authority of the Church, that the 
making or the possession of wealth proves nothing for 
religion and has nothing to do with it, and often 
hinders it. 


The Catholic, therefore,-does not believe he is doing 
anything for his religion when he prefers a Catholic to 
a Protestant in business, politics or otherwise. If he 
does so, he does so on the man’s own merits; and it 
takes some merits indeed to prevent him from preferring 
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the Protestant upon considerations we have previously 
mentioned. 

Lastly, jealousy. Catholics, as a rule, not only decline 
to help a Catholic along; they are likely to retard him. 
The devil is in this; and that is all about it. Not all 
Catholics, of course, can be accused of this. But most 
of them can. This jealousy tempts to a lengthy examina- 
tion; but we refrain. It comes from the devil, as all ill- 
feeling does ; and jealousy is only ill-feeling. Perhaps the 
most charitable thing we can say of this lamentable fail- 
ing in our people is that it is in part one of our legacies 
from days when Catholics were almost wholly repressed 
by law. In those days one who broke through the barrier 
was looked upon with such feelings as men in a common 
prison may feel when one escapes, and they are left be- 
hind. ‘What right has he more than we?” Possibly, if 
there were no Protestant theory of monopoly, this 
jealousy would be much less. 

But it is a force that makes for disunion; and all such 
forces are the devil’s forces. And no explanation is 
complete which forgets to take the devil into account. 
Satan has much to gain by the repression of Catholicism 
and, speaking generally, the suppression of Catholics suits 
his game. “Catholic” suggests that it is our own fault 
that we are discriminated against, and that if we had 
men of unquestionable fitness, and had them in sufficient 
numbers, they would receive offices and preferments. In 
questions of this kind, effect and cause become, inevit- 
ably, confused more or less; and a condition which began 
as an effect sometimes operates in turn as a cause. For 
instance, had Catholics never been repressed wholesale, 
in past centuries, long forbidden to hold public office or 
to be educated save at the price of abjuring their holy 
religion, denied even a vote, lied about and hated without 
measure, they would, of course, be on equal terms today 
with their Protestant fellow-citizens. But it is impos- 
sible that the effects of centuries of repression should 
disappear in three or four generations; and therefore 
Catholics are not yet as fully alive to the benefits of 
education as they ought to be. 

There has never been any real abolition of the dis- 
franchisement and discrimination of the penal codes. It 
is truly said, by an eminent historian, that, after the 
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Catholics had shouted themselves hoarse over their 
Emancipation act, they soon began to wonder in what 
respect they were emancipated ; for all the offices, all the 
professions, all preferment and worldly success, were as 
effectively closed to them as before; no longer by law, but 
by the common agreement of the majority. 

“Catholic” must remember that it was in such condi- 
tions that his grandparents, if not his parents, and ours, 
began life. And the discrimination is not yet removed, 
by any means. This, then, is more an effect than a cause; 
but in its turn it has become a cause. A condition which 
men feel they cannot remedy becomes accepted. More- 
over, you cannot condemn whole races to ignorance by 
compulsion of law, or impair their ambition by social 
discrimination, for centuries, as was done to the Irish 
and Highland Scotch, or fling them in broken fragments 
over the continent, so that they lose a century of growth 
and progress, as was done to the Acadians, and then 
expect to find them at once able to take, or even ambitious 
to take, to the full extent, the position they are naturally 
fitted for. 

But, all that being allowed for, what are we to say of 
that undying prejudice which is the shame of the 
Protestant world when we find that even the too few 
Catholic laymen who fit themselves for public prefer- 
ment are, whenever possible, quietly but effectively 
checked? And what are we to say of Catholics who give 
way to that curious jealousy, so un-Catholic, and so evi- 
dently inspired by the devil, which prompts them to put 
obstacles in the way of a brother Catholic in addition to 
all the obstacles we have named, or to deny him reason- 
able support, knowing that because he is a Catholic he 
will be supported by few non-Catholics ? 

Catholics in general have so far acquiesced in the 
Protestant theory of the chosen people that we are well 
aware there are Catholics who resent such articles as that 
which we are now writing; who regard every effort to 
awaken them from their apathy as an imprudent dis- 
turbance of conditions with which they are not dissatis- 
fied. Besides—we may as well be frank about it—the 
long continuance of the conditions above referred to has 
created a large body of Catholics who live, or think they 
live, by the smile or frown of Protestants; and they look 
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at life, as most of us do, with their own little personal 
squint. 

It is natural enough that a man should think that his - 
own little interests are world-interests. And we shall 
not be surprised (for it has happened before) if some 
young Catholic professional or business man writes us 
in high indignation on reading this article; informs us 
we are a troublemaker, and that we make it hard for a 
Catholic to get along among Protestants. 

Thus do Catholics, instead of boldly standing by each 
other in just claims, shake in their shoes under a 
Protestant frown; thus do they perform their obeisances 
before the great Protestant tradition, “We are the chosen 
People; and the world belongs to us.” 


The Church and Cremation 


ERE is a very clear and exact statement of the 

Church’s opposition to cremation and of the reasons 

therefor: Persons who consent to the cremation of 
their bodies after death put themselves outside the pale of 
the Church, and are therefore denied the Sacraments and 
Christian burial. In cases where owing to infectious 
malady the destruction of the body by means of fire is 
rendered desirable, there is no objection to priests accord- 
ing the last rites to the dead or elebrating public Mass 
for the repose of the soul. The same exception is made 
in the case of those. who have perished in any conflagra- 
tion. With regard to those whose bodies have been cre- 
mated without their ante-mortem consent, the Church 
authorizes full religious rites, with the provision, how- 
ever, that whereas in the case of children the Mass may 
be public, the celebration must be private where adults 
are concerned. It is only since 1886 that cremation has 
been officially discountenanced by the Church. 

Among the principal reasons which prompted Leo 
XIII. to take this step was the fact that incineration had 
been adopted by the atheist Freemasons of Continental 
Europe as a feature of their funeral rites, for the pur- 
pose of giving public expression to their disbelief in the 
doctrine of the resurrection and the life hereafter; in 
the second place there is the veneration of the body 
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which was once the temple of the Holy Ghost. Then 
there is the Church’s respect for relics which, of course, 
‘ could not exist if cremation were practised. Lastly, cre- 
mation is a rude treatment, altogether at variance with 
our human instincts and there is no doubt that cremation 
tends to a diminution of the tokens of respect for the 
dead which constitute so beautiful a feature of most of 
the recognized religions. The Pope took the ground that 
the ordinary form of burial has been, so to speak, con- 
secrated by usage ever since the foundation of the Chris- 
tian Faith; that it has been accepted from time imme- 
morial and that the old-fashioned form of Christian 
burial may be said to have been one of the most solemn 
features of the rites of the Church and a consolation 
alike to the dying and to the bereaved. 


Lives of Our Lord 


CompPiLep by Joun C. Revite, S.J. 
Berthe, The Rev. A., C.SS.R.: 
Jesus Christ, His Life, His Passion, His 
Triumph Herder, $1.75 
Bonaventure, St.: 
Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ Herder, $0.75 


Replete with all the unction of the great Franciscan 
Doctor, simple, winning and tender. The author himself 
says of his little volume: “If you are desirous of reaping 
fruit from this work, you must earnestly endeavor by a 
serious attention to be present at everything that is here 
written of Our Lord. And that, with the same fervor 
-and devotion as if you both heard and saw them, laying 
aside for the time all other engagements and affairs.” 


Businger, The Rev. L. C.: 


The Life of Christ Benziger, $2.00 
This work, translated by the Rev. John E. Mullett, 
starts with an historical sketch of Jerusalem and the 
Jewish nation at the time of Christ’s coming. It then 
proceeds step by step through all the hallowed events 
that began with the mystery of the Incarnation and 
ended on the Cross and concludes by showing the tri- 
umphs of Our Lord in His permanent and miraculous 
life in the Church. Father Businger has also published 
a much longer “Life of Our Lord” (Benziger) which is 
a little encyclopedia of Christian doctrine. 
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Cochem, The Rev. M. von: 
The Life of Christ Benziger, $0.50 . 
Didon, Pére, O.P.: 


jonts COP CR VOUS soon os os cn eth Herder, $3.00 
An eloquent study of the Life of Our Lord and of its 
relations to modern problems. 
Duggan, The Rev. J.: 
The Life of Christ Benziger, $1.75 
Eyre, W., S.J.: 
The Hidden Life of Our Lord Jesus Christ. 


Benziger, $0.75 
Not strictly a life, but a valuable help to understand 
certain phases of the Gospel story. Read also a similar 
work by Henry Marie Baudon: “The Hidden Life of 
_ Jesus” (Benziger). 
Elliott, The Rev. W., C.S.P.: 
The Life of Christ Benziger, $1.50 
A popular life, practical, and simple, bringing the les- 
— of the great mysteries home to the needs of every 
class. 
Fouard, The Rev. C.: 
The Christ the Son of God (2 Vols.) 


Longmans, $3.50 

In the introduction to this admirable work, a master- 
piece of its kind, Cardinal Manning says: “Abbe Fouard 
describes his book in these words: ‘This Life of Jesus 
is an act of faith.” By a deliberate judgment he refused 
to admit both controversy and criticism. He would not 
even prefix an introduction establishing the authenticity 
of the Gospels. Nevertheless he has given in the notes 
to his preface a brief summary of those who have at- 
tacked the books of the New Testament, and those who 
have defended them, together with a long list of authors, 
French, English and German, on which his history is 
founded. Throughout the whole course of his work 
abundant notes are found at the foot of the page to 
interpret the text, and to illustrate the events recorded, 
by extensive researches made by himself in his pilgrim- 
age to the Holy Land. The history of Abbe Fouard 
unites the sacred narrative of the three and thirty years 
of our Saviour’s life with the living consciousness of 
Faith, in which the mutual personal relation and the 
mutual personal love of the Divine Master and His 
Disciples are as living and as sustaining at this day as 
they were when He ascended into Heaven. To all such 
this Life of Our Lord will be a golden book.” Mr. 
George F. X. Griffith, the translator, has done his task 
so well that few would suspect that they are reading a 
transcript from the French and not the original work. 
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Le Camus, Mgr. E.: 
The Life of Christ, (3 Vols.)....... Benziger, $6.00 


To Father William Hickey we owe the translation of 
this finely planned and erudite Life of Our Lord. The 
author, the Bishop of La Rochelle, while giving the 
work all the unction and simplicity which the very 
sublimity of its theme requires and which make such a 
wide appeal to the people, has not forgotten the vital 
problems connected with the varying phases of modern 
criticism, and while his pages give a scholarly and de- 
lightful record of the events of the Life of Our Lord in 
all their settings, they answer the many objections 
brought against the Gospel story and build up a strong 
and conclusive argument for the Divinity of Our Lord. 

Lepin, The Rev. M.: 

Christ and the Gospel McVey, $1.50 
Ligny, The Rev. F., de, S.J.: 

The Life of Christ..... Benziger, $1.50 

Father de Ligny is one of the forerunners of the 
modern methods of writing the Life of Our Lord. He 
harmonizes the various accounts of the Gospel story and 
pays considerable attention to the historical setting of 
the scenes. Many of his notes are still valuable. To 
the Life of Our Lord there is added a life of Our Lady. 

Lings, The V. Rev. A. A.: 

The Story of the Divine Child Benziger, $0.35 
Loyola, Mother M.: 

Jesus of Nazareth Benziger, $1.00 

Written with all the charm of this gifted writer. 
While children will read it with special interest their 
elders will often find that the old familiar scenes of 
the Gospel story will come home to them with new 
force, thanks to the unction and the novel method of 
presentation in which the authoress excels. Several 
other books of Mother Loyola’s have been listed under 
another head. 

Keon, Grace: : 
Life on Earth of Our Blessed Lord...Kenedy, $0.60 

Of this Life of Our Lord told in rhyme and picture, the 
late Cardinal Farley, Archbishop of New York, said: 
“T sincerely wish that we had more such books for our 
children.” 

Maas, The Rev. A. J., S.J.: 
The Life of Jesus Christ Herder, $1.50 

The Life of Our Lord is set forth according to the 


Gospel history, in a clear and consecutive arrangement 
of the texts of the Four Evangelists. In the notes that 
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accompany every page there is a mine of accurate, in- 
teresting and practical information, the result of the long 
labors of one of our most scholarly and learned pro- 
fessor of Scripture and Oriental languages. The book 
should be in every Catholic home. A reference to the 
notes will answer nearly all the questions which devout 
and earnest Catholics are anxious to know about the 
Life of Our Lord. Father Maas has also written for 
those who wish to have a more intimate knowledge of 
Our Lord in His relation to the Old Law and the New, 
another still more learned work entitled “Christ in 
Type and Prophecy” (Benziger, 2 Vols.). The author 
himself thus beautifully outlines its scope: “As the 
sunlight has its dawn, its increase and its noonday 
brightness illuminating the whole earth, so has the 
Sun of Justice His dawn immediately after the fall of 
our first parents, His increase under the dispensation 
of the four great mediators of the Old Testament, and 
His noonday brightness on Thabor, Calvary, and Mount 
Olivet whence He ‘enlightened every man that cometh 
into this world.’ It is the object of this present work 
to study the rise and progress and supreme splendor 
of this Light of the World from the inspired sources 
supplied by God’s own goodness and infinite wisdom.” 
Morris, W. B.: 
The Divinity of Christ from Pascal. . Benziger, $1.00 
Not a life of Our Lord, but a collection of striking, at 
times splendid thoughts, from the pen of one of the 
masters of French literature, who erred in many things, 
but in these short sentences and paragraphs pays hom- 
age to the Divinity of Christ in a simple yet majestic 
form seldom surpassed in depth and beauty. 
Mulholland, Rosa: 
Story of Jesus Simply Told for the Young. 
Benziger, 0.60 
Salome, Mother M.: 
The Life of Our Lord, Written for Little 
Ones Benziger, $1.35 
Ségur, Comtesse de: 
Life of Christ, for Children Herder, $1.00 
This charming book has been adapted from the French 
by Mary Virginia Merrick. America says of it: “Only a 
5 es of children could speak as this book speaks . 
It is a powerful appeal to an innocent child, whose heart 
en always so sympathetically responsive to the call of 


Sheldon, G. M. M.: 
The Greater Value.. 


To this little work Father Martindale has contributed 
a foreword. The writer of the book has performed 
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a task which must be especially grateful to the Heart of 
Our Lord, told the story of His Love in such a way as 
to make it clear and attractive and dear to little chil- 
dren. There are many who, thank God, have tried to 
do this and have been blessed with that success which 
God always gives to those who try even to lisp His 
praises. There can never be too many such books, 
provided always, as is the case of the author, “sincerity 
go with simplicity, and true knowledge of the faith 
govern and guard what is said.” 





